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croaching on the lands in the Ohio wilderness which
belonged to the King of England, but the messenger
stopped one hundred and fifty miles short of his goal.
Therefore, the Governor decided to despatch an-
other envoy. He selected George Washington, who
was already well known for his surveying, and for
his expedition beyond the mountains, and doubtless
had the backing of the Fairfaxes and other influential
gentlemen. Washington set out on the same day he
received his appointment from Governor Dinwiddie
(October 31, 1753), engaged Jacob Van Braam, a
Hollander who had taught him fencing, to be his
French interpreter; and Christopher Gist, the best
guide through the Virginia wilderness, to pilot the
party. In spite of the wintry conditions which beset
them, they made good time. Washington presented
his official warning to M. Joncaire, the principal
French commander in the region under dispute, but
he replied that he must wait for orders from the
Governor in Quebec. One object of Washington's
mission was to win over, if possible, the Indians,
whose friendship for either the French or the Eng-
lish depended wholly on self-interest. He seems to
have been most successful in securing the friend-
ship of Thanacarishon, the great Seneca Chief,
known as the Half-King. This native left it as his
opinion thatdharacter of to hounds in the approved apparel of a fox-
